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Welcome to Maddiston ASL Time Zone 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Staff 
Head teacher  -   Mrs Anne Rodgers 

 

Depute Head ASL – Mrs Hazel Swanston 

 

ROOM 1 -       Miss Claire Spittal (Teacher) 

SLAs -            Mrs Margaret Price 

                       Mrs Shelagh Thomson   

             

 

ROOM 2 –       Mrs Wilma Bailie (Teacher) 

SLAs -            Mrs Shirley MacMillan 

            Mrs Tracey Laing (maternity cover) 

                       Mrs Louise Laing 

 

                        

ROOM 3 -       Mrs Ibolya Sandor (Teacher) SLAs - 

            Mrs Ellen Dibdin 

                       Mrs Angela Lorenzetti 

           Mrs Ruth McMahon 

                       

Secretaries –  Mrs Margaret Barrie 

  Mrs Laura McKenzie 

                        Mrs Kathryn Brownridge 

 

School Address: ASL Time Zone 

                            Maddiston Primary School 

                            Glendevon Drive 

                            FK2 0GT 

 

Telephone No:   01324-506750 



 
 

 

The ASL Time Zone, a provision for primary aged children with severe and complex addi-
tional support needs who live in the Falkirk Council Area, opened in August 2008. 
 
The Depute Head teacher has day to day responsibility for the ASL Time Zone which is an 
integral part of the mainstream school and can accommodate up to 18 children from Pri-
mary 1 to Primary 7. 
 
Admission to the ASL Time Zone is in accordance with Falkirk Council referral procedures. 
 
The ASL Time Zone has 3 classrooms with additional facilities including a sensory room, 
motor skills room with interactive ball pool and a dining area. Pupils have the opportunity 
to access communal areas and to participate in all whole school activities. 
 
A garden and outside play area can be accessed from all the classrooms. This allows learn-
ing to take place out of doors and provides a safe, secure play area for break times. 
 
School Hours: 
Pupils arrive in their taxis from 8.45am – 9.00am and leave for home at 3.00pm. 
 
Security: 
A security system is in place at Maddiston Primary and parents must use this system. All 
entry is through the Main Entrance where everyone entering the building is required to sign 
in. You will then be directed through to the ASL Time Zone. 
All requests for visits should be made to the DHT. 
 
Absence Procedures: 
Parents are asked to inform the ASL Time Zone if their child is unable to attend, with the 
reason and an indication of the length of the likely absence. It is the parent’s responsibility 
to inform the taxi company, and to confirm when the child is returning to school. It is ad-
visable to make the arrangement the day before whenever possible. Prior notice of dental 
appointments etc. can be communicated through the home/school diary or by telephone. 
 

 

  General Information 



 

Values and Ethos of the 
ASL Time Zone

•The child is at the centre of everyone’s care and concern

• The wellbeing, safety and security of the children are 
paramount and are a pre-requisite for their progression 
and development.

•The development of the ASL – Time Zone is founded on a 
commitment to offer maximum opportunities and social 
inclusion for all

•Partnership with parents is essential to quality provision

•We are responsive to the individual needs of children and 
families

•The ASL - Time Zone is an integral part of the wider 
community in which it works.  



We aim to… 



 
 

 

The Curriculum 
The curriculum in the ASL ‘Time Zone’ offers a framework of programmes of study, de-
signed to meet the individual needs of pupils who have severe, profound and complex 
learning difficulties.  
 

 

 

successful learnerssuccessful learners   

With 
 Enthusiasm and motivation for 

learning 
 Determination to reach high stan-

dards of achievement 
 Openness to new thinking 
 
And able to 
 Use literacy,  communication and 

numeracy skills 
 Use technology for learning 
 Think creatively and independently 



 

 
The teaching programme modifies the attainment targets within the Early Years Curriculum, using the 
‘Elaborated Curriculum’, and levels of progression are taught in small achievable steps. 
 

confident individualsconfident individuals   

  
 

withwith  

self respectself respect  

a sense of physical, mentala sense of physical, mental  

  and emotional well and emotional well ––  beingbeing  

secure  values and beliefssecure  values and beliefs  

ambitionambition  

  

and able toand able to  

relate to others and manage relate to others and manage 

themselvesthemselves  

pursue an active and healthy pursue an active and healthy 

lifestylelifestyle  

be self be self ––  awareaware  

develop and  communicate develop and  communicate 

their own beliefs and their own beliefs and 

view of the worldview of the world  

live as independently as they live as independently as they 

cancan  

assesses risk and make in-assesses risk and make in-

formed decisionsformed decisions  

achieve success in different achieve success in different 



 

responsible citizens responsible citizens  

  
                                                                                  

  
 

 

                                                                     

 

withwith  

respect for othersrespect for others  

commitment to participate re-commitment to participate re-

sponsibly in political, economi-sponsibly in political, economi-

cal, social and cultural lifecal, social and cultural life  

  

and able toand able to  

develop knowledge and under develop knowledge and under 

standing of the world and Scot-standing of the world and Scot-

land’s place in itland’s place in it  

understand different beliefs and understand different beliefs and 

culturescultures  

make informed choices and deci-make informed choices and deci-

sionssions  

evaluate environmental, scien-evaluate environmental, scien-

tific and technological issuestific and technological issues  

Develop informed, ethical views Develop informed, ethical views 

of complex issuesof complex issues  

  
  



 

 
 
The curriculum is delivered through ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ in a multi-
sensory, holistic way to enable each child, whatever their level of difficulty, to 
participate and be included in school activities as fully as possible. 
 

 

effective contributorseffective contributors   

withwith  

an  enterprising attitudean  enterprising attitude  

ResilienceResilience  

self self --  reliancereliance  

  

and able toand able to  

communicate in different communicate in different 

ways and in different settingsways and in different settings  

work in partnership and in work in partnership and in 

teamsteams  

take the imitative and leadtake the imitative and lead  

apply critical thinking in new apply critical thinking in new 

contextscontexts  

create and developcreate and develop  

solve problemssolve problems  

 

 



                                                        
 
Trips and outings 
 
The ASL Time Zone has the use of their own mini-bus which is used every week to take 
the pupils out into the community on experiential outings or excursions linked to learning 
topics. 
 
A risk assessment will be taken before every outing and on every occasion there will be 
the correct number of qualified staff there to ensure your child is being properly super-
vised and cared for. 
 
Transport 
 
Pupils are conveyed to the Time Zone by taxi or mini-bus. Escorts and drivers are advised 
as necessary of the pupil’s specific difficulties. They are given advice on how to manage 
any potential difficulties on the journey and are asked to keep staff and parents informed 
of any problems encountered. 
 
It is the responsibility of parents/carers to take their child to the taxi in the morning and 
to collect them upon their return home. The escort must remain with the other children 
travelling in the taxi. 
 
Personal Care 
 
The Support Staff in the Time Zone are trained to meet all the personal needs of the chil-
dren. The pupils are encouraged to be as independent as possible with their feeding and 
toileting. However, the staff members follow protocols supplied by paediatricians to move 
and handle the pupils in the correct way when hoisting for changing, and to administer 
feed through gastronomy tubes when required. The dignity of the individual is respected 
throughout all personal needs procedures. 
 
The care of each child’s needs is paramount to the ethos in the Time Zone. 
 

 



 

Attainment and achievement:                 
 
The long-term attainment targets for each child in the ASL Time Zone are re-
corded on an Individualised Educational Programme (IEP) as agreed by par-
ents/carers, educational staff and allied health professionals. The views of the 
parent and child are paramount in this planning process so the learning tar-
gets are meaningful. These long-term targets are then broken down into short-
term targets for four areas:- ‘Language and Communication’, ‘Understanding 
and Relating to the Environment’,  ‘Personal and Social Development’ and 
‘Learning Theme’. These targets are shared with all ASL staff and allied health 
professionals. They are monitored by the Deputy Head for ASL and evaluated 
at the end of each term.  
 
When there is significant, high level input into these programmes by other 
agencies such as Speech and Language Therapy, Social Work, Physiotherapy, 
Health or Occupational Therapy then a Co-ordinated Support Plan (CSP) is 
drawn up for the child. A CSP aims to join-up the working of different agen-
cies to ensure a common approach to meet a child’s needs is delivered in dif-
ferent social settings. A CSP is reviewed annually to reflect the child’s progress 
and to plan for his future needs. 
 
Assessment is ongoing with small achievements being recorded, photographed 
and celebrated with parents and carers. Consultation with members of the 
multi-disciplinary team will be undertaken in order to aid the assessment. Evi-
dence of achievements is collected every three weeks and stored in ‘Pupil Pro-
file’ folders. These are shared with parents and other agencies at regular re-
view meetings.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outside Agencies:                      
Speech and Language Therapy, Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy are an integral 
part of the curriculum provided within the ASL Time Zone. Teachers and therapists are 
involved in joint planning, implementation, review and evaluation. 
 
In addition to the individual and group work undertaken by the therapist, regular consul-
tation and liaison takes place with staff and parents to ensure a consistent approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inclusion:                            
Some pupils go into the main playground and dinner hall with their mainstream peer 
group. Inclusion within mainstream classes, if appropriate, is supported by consultation, 
liaison and planning between the Time Zone, mainstream and specialist teachers. 
The purpose of inclusion can be: 
 To maximize potential by accessing a curriculum delivered in a mainstream class 
 To provide experiences and opportunities for social interaction and personal and social 
development e.g. music, play, P.E. 
 To develop tolerance of larger groups of children 
To provide role models for behaviour 
 
During the inclusion experience pupils are accompanied by a member of the Time Zone 
staff. 
 
Mainstream pupils may also come into the ASL Time Zone to ‘buddy’ children and to pro-
vide inclusive experiences for those pupils who do not access mainstream classes. 
 

 



                                           
Playground: 
Pupils are supervised in the playground by 
members of the Time Zone staff who encour-
age social interaction and participation in 
play activities. They play with bikes, scooters, 
a swing, wobble board, a wooden train and a variety of outdoor play equip-
ment. During inclement weather, pupils are accommodated in a Time Zone 
room for video and play activities.  
Mainstream ‘buddies’ join in playground and indoor play activities along side 
their Time Zone peers.  

Partnership with Parents:                      
Information about what school activities is communicated each day to par-
ents/carers on a symbol sheet that can be shared with the child. Daily commu-
nication takes place through the home/school diary which records general in-
formation or concerns. Weekly journals are sent home every Friday to share 
what has been happening at school that week.  
 
Parents can phone the Time Zone at any time. If no-one is available, a mes-
sage can be left, and the call will be returned as soon as possible. 
 
Parents are involved in planning, implementing and reviewing their child’s Co-
ordinated Support Plan (CSP) and IEP. 
 
 
Parent Council: 
Maddiston Primary School is proud to have an excellent Parent Council and 
an active Parent & Staff Association. Your support for either of these organisa-
tions would be most welcome. Details are to be found on the notice boards in 
the school foyer. 
 


